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Identification and designation 
of marine SPAs in Lithuania: 

current state of play

Algirdas KlimaviAlgirdas Klimavi�� iusius

Nature Protection Department,Nature Protection Department,

Ministry of EnvironmentMinistry of Environment
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Klaip���� da

3 marine SPAs: location along the coast3 marine SPAs: location along the coast

SPA Baltijos juros pr iekrante LTPALB001 

SPA Kursiu ner ijos nacionalinis parkas  LTKLAB001

Kursiu mar ios (SPA under  establishment procedure)
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SPA Baltijos juros priekrante SPA Baltijos juros priekrante 
PALB001PALB001

State nature 
reserve (2005)

Marine reserve of Pajuris 
regional park (1992)
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SPA Baltijos juros priekrante SPA Baltijos juros priekrante 
LTPALB001: main informationLTPALB001: main information

•• 100 % marine area 100 % marine area –– 17097 Ha17097 Ha

•• eastern border lays in 50 meters from the coasteastern border lays in 50 meters from the coast

•• western border coincides with 20 meterwestern border coincides with 20 meter--depth isobathsdepth isobaths

•• Protection regime: nature reserve (80 % Protection regime: nature reserve (80 % -- state nature reserve, 20 % state nature reserve, 20 % --
nature reserve zone of the Pajuris regional park)nature reserve zone of the Pajuris regional park)

•• SpeciesSpecies::

�� StellerSteller’’s Eider s Eider Polysticta stelleriiPolysticta stellerii (250(250--500 ind),500 ind),

�� Goosander Goosander Mergus merganser Mergus merganser (1600(1600--2500 ind),2500 ind),

�� Little Gull Little Gull Larus minutus Larus minutus (2700(2700--5700 ind)5700 ind)

•• HabitatsHabitats::

�� 1170 Reefs (appr. 1073 ha)1170 Reefs (appr. 1073 ha)
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SPA Kursiu nerijos SPA Kursiu nerijos 
nacionalinis parkas nacionalinis parkas 

LTKLAB001LTKLAB001 Marine part of 
Kursiu nerija 
national park
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SPA Kursiu nerijos nacionalinis parkas SPA Kursiu nerijos nacionalinis parkas 
LTKLAB001: main informationLTKLAB001: main information

•• Total area of the site Total area of the site –– 24996 Ha24996 Ha
•• Marine area Marine area –– 12435 Ha12435 Ha
•• eastern border eastern border –– coast of the Curonian Spitcoast of the Curonian Spit
•• western border western border –– 3 Km from the coast (appr. correspond to 10 3 Km from the coast (appr. correspond to 10 

metermeter--depth isobaths)depth isobaths)
•• Protection regime: national park (different funktional zones)Protection regime: national park (different funktional zones)
•• Bird speciesBird species::
�� RedRed--throated Loon throated Loon Gavia stellata Gavia stellata (>1500 ind)(>1500 ind)
�� Velvet Scoter Velvet Scoter Melanitta fuscaMelanitta fusca (25 000 (25 000 –– ? ind)? ind)
�� Goosander Goosander Mergus merganser Mergus merganser (1500(1500--3000 ind)3000 ind)
�� Razorbill Razorbill Alca tordaAlca torda (>1000 ind)(>1000 ind)
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Kursiu marios (SPA Kursiu marios (SPA 
under establishment under establishment 

procedure)procedure) Klaip���� da

LT state border
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Kursiu marios: Kursiu marios: 
main informationmain information

•• Lithuanian part of Curonian lagoonLithuanian part of Curonian lagoon

•• 100 % marine area 100 % marine area –– 31641 Ha31641 Ha

•• temporally not declared as SPA, but 20 % of territory are parts temporally not declared as SPA, but 20 % of territory are parts of of 
Kursiu nerija national park and Nemunas delta regional parkKursiu nerija national park and Nemunas delta regional park

•• Bird speciesBird species::

�� BewickBewick’’s Swan s Swan Cygnus columbianusCygnus columbianus (300(300--700 ind)700 ind)

�� Whopper Swan Whopper Swan Cygnus cygnusCygnus cygnus (700(700--800 ind)800 ind)

�� WhiteWhite--fronted Goose fronted Goose Anser albifronsAnser albifrons (6000(6000--7000 ind)7000 ind)

�� Pochard Pochard Aythya ferinaAythya ferina (3500(3500--4500 ind)4500 ind)

�� Tufted Duck Tufted Duck Aythya fuligulaAythya fuligula (4000(4000--10000 ind)10000 ind)

�� Goldeneye Goldeneye Bucephala clangulaBucephala clangula (2000(2000--3500 ind)3500 ind)

�� Smew Smew Mergus albellusMergus albellus (400(400--1000 ind)1000 ind)
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Kursiu marios: Kursiu marios: 
main figuresmain figures

•• Bird species (cont.):Bird species (cont.):

�� Goosander Goosander Mergus merganser Mergus merganser (1500(1500--3000 ind)3000 ind)

�� Little Gull Little Gull Larus minutusLarus minutus (1500(1500--2000 ind)2000 ind)

�� WhiteWhite--tailed Eagle tailed Eagle Haliaetus albicillaHaliaetus albicilla (20(20--30 ind)30 ind)
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Nearest plansNearest plans

� finalisation of establishment procedure for Kursiu 
marios SPA

� reconsideration of existing SPA borders vs. new data  
on birds from LIFE-Nature project

� discussion of draft management plans for marine 
SPA with stakeholders and adapt protection regime of 
SPA (if needed) 
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Challenges in designation and Challenges in designation and 
management of marine SPAmanagement of marine SPA

•• little knowledge on wintering birds distribution in offlittle knowledge on wintering birds distribution in off--
shore waters (just outdated data were available during shore waters (just outdated data were available during 
the designation in 2004)the designation in 2004)

•• difficulties with acceptance by the society (short coast. difficulties with acceptance by the society (short coast. 
little aquatorry little aquatorry –– all protected)all protected)

•• byby--catch of birds in gillcatch of birds in gill--netsnets
•• pressures from other (transport, infrastructure, tourism) pressures from other (transport, infrastructure, tourism) 

sectors on the sites: oil terminal, shipping, beach sectors on the sites: oil terminal, shipping, beach 
restoration measures, etc.restoration measures, etc.
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Thank you for your attention!


