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• 26.8 MW wind power installed in Latvia 
(till May 2008).

General situation (I )
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• No offshore wind power plants.

• 7 wind energy companies.

• 41 wind generators operating.

General situation (I I )



Legislation (I )
1. Electricity Market Law (2005) and related regulations

Regulate permisions for new installation introduction
and licences for public services.

2. State Border Law of the Republic of Latvia  (1994)

Agreement between Latvia and Lithuania on territorial
waters, exclusive economic zone and continental 
shelf has been signed on 09 July 1999, but not in
force.

3. Law on Continental Shelf and Exclusive Economic 
Zone (1993)

Regulates permitting and licencing activities in EEZ 
(incl. installing and operating “ devices” and cables)

Problem: no procedure and responsible institution
for permitting and licencing set up.



Legislation (I I )
4. Maritime Administration and Marine Safety Law (2002) and

related regulations
Activity must be approved by Hydrographic Service of
Maritime Administration. 

5. Fishery Law (1995) and related regulations
Impact on fisheries must be examined by State Fish
Resource Agency or another legal entity.

6. Law On Environmental impact assessment (1998) and
related regulations
States that preliminary assessment is required for wind 
park construction in Territorial Waters and Exclusive 
Economical Zone. Application must be submitted to State
Environmental Service. MoE makes decision to accept or
not.

7. Law On Pollution (2001) and related regulations
State Environmental Service issues permits for polluting
activities.



Legislation (I I I )
8. Law On Subterranean Depths  (1996) and related

regulations
State Agency "Latvian Environment,  Geology and 
Meteorology agency"  issues licences for geological
investigations.

9. Construction Law (1995) and related regulations
Special procedure for construction foreseen.

10. Spatial Planning Law (2002) and related regulations
Does not relate to the marine territory. All territorial 
planning ends with sea waterline.

10. Protection Zone Law (1995) and related regulations
Determines that protective belts around wind 
generators must be 1.5 times of the maximum height.



Legislation (IV)
11. Law On Aviation (1994) and related regulations

Civil Aviation Administration issues permit for
construction of wind parks in Latvia (according with
aviation requirements); prior it is must be
coordinated with Ministry of Defence.

13. Specific acts and documents related to connection
to power grid, quality of electricity, etc. (SJC 
“ Latvenergo” ).



Legislation (V): main problem

In Latvia, owner for the Territorial
Sea and Exclusive Economic Zone
is not legally set up.

If physical or legal land owner must
be indicated in permission, licence 
or another document, the
document may not be issued.



Current situation
Unclear ownership.

Interest from 3 companies.

One of them received permision for new
installation introduction with nominal capacity 
200 MW from Ministry of Economy.

Project application by BEF-LV “ Offshore wind
parks for Latvia – potentials for sites and
evaluation of impacts” is being evaluated.

On 1 February 2007, the Prime Minister issued 
order No 58 on establishing interministerial
working group on sharing authority and 
proposing amendments to the Law on 
Continental Shelf and Exclusive Economic
Zone.



Main barr iers

Unclear ownership.

Complexity of procedures to get required
permissions for offshore installations.

No political discussion if offshore wind
power is needed.

Purchase price and terms.

Not clear application of legislation in EEZ.

No technical requirements are set in
regulations.

Electricity supply balancing.



Natureconservation vs Wind Park development (I )

Law On Specially Protected Nature 
Territories (1993) supplemented by
category “ Marine Protected Area” in 2005.

Five potential Natura 2000 areas within 
LIFE Marine project.

Amendment project for Regulations No 415
On the General Protection and Use of 
Specially Protected Nature Territories: no 
offshore wind parks in marine protected
areas.

Five potential wind park interest areas 
submitted within the LAT WIND 
application.



Natureconservation vs Wind Park development (I I )



Overcoming problems: legal solutions

1. Developing necessary legislation or
ammend existing legislation.

2. Applying experience of existing
legislation on oil hydrocarbons.

3. Fixing state minimal purchase price for
electricity for a certain period.

4. Hiring experts in international maritime
legislation.

5. International agreements on sea border
delineation.



Overcoming problems: research solutions

1. Strategic study of Latvia offshore for wind
power plant installation (wind and
geological structure potentials, nature
values).

2. Studies for best technical solutions (wind
turbine and support structure design).

3. Studies for best electric power grid design
(integration into Baltic Sea Region electric
power grid, connection to terrestrial grid).

4. Research about storage possibilities
(pumped hydropower, hydrogen, 
regenerative fuel cells, long distance 
storage, etc.).


