
Current situation with regard to legal framework an d 
planned offshore windfarm projects in Estonia

•Estonian Ministry of the Environment

•Eesti Energia (state-owned company engaged in the 
production, sale and transmission of electric and therm al 
power) �

•State Nature Conservation Centre



Legal framework

We prepare to amend Ports act what is going to regulate 
the use of the sealfloor (it also comprises adjustments in 
other laws like Planning act, Building act, Law of Property 
Act etc.) 

Ports act belongs to domain of Ministry of Economic 
Affairs and Communications 



Current situation

Water department, Marine environment bureau:

According to EU Blue Book on a Maritime Policy 
(published on 10th October 2007) the Commission 
recommends that Member States draw up their own 
integrated national maritime policies, based on a 
series of common principles and working closely with 
our stakeholders in the coastal regions.

At the moment we are waiting for a plan of action to 
facilitate maritime spatial planning in Member States 
from Commission, which should be ready in 2008.

Also we are still negotiating with other ministries 
about who should be the coordinator of Baltic Sea 
Use Planning project.



We have 3 developers who apply for water license to build 
offshore 
windfarms:

•OÜ Nelja Energia

•OÜ Neugrund 

•AS Eesti Energia
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N2000
and offshore wind energy planning

State of the art

Existing network of protected areas; favourable conservation
status has to be maintained or achieved

Need to identify offshore N2000 Sites or at least Programme to
the Commission by 2008.

Cumulating interest of wind energy developers 

Overlapping of interests of nature conservation and wind energy
developments is obvious (plus other interests).

Invenories of habitats / species initialised, but not coordinated
on State level 



N2000
and offshore wind energy planning

Risks

Negative impact to the existing network of protected areas and 
target species sensu Art 6 of HabD //

Majority of potential offshore N2000 sites are covered by wind
energy development applications; preassessment studies (to
compile EIA) may have poor study design and unable to detect
existing conservation values   



From individual projects 
to strategic planning or vice versa?

Solutions / challenges

1. Giving good answer to the question:

From individual projects to strategic planning or vice versa?

2. Inventories to qualify new N2000 sites and qualifying offshore
N2000 sites

3. Need for National Wind Energy Programme

Also important : accessibility of (also preliminary) results of the
studies at the national level;




